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PLAY-ACTING

TO PRINCE CAMBACERES, ARCH-CHANCELLOR OF THE EMPIRE

BUNZLAU, June 8, 1813.

THE Groom of the Royal Household ought to have
written to Count Remusat, asking for some actors for
Dresden. I want this matter to be well advertised in Paris:
it is bound to have a good effect in London and in Spain,
if it makes them believe that we are amusing ourselves at
Dresden. It is not a good time of year for theatre-going;
so don't send more than six or seven actors at most: but
they should be carefully chosen, and capable of playing six
or seven pieces. Arrange for them to travel without
publicity, and without causing trouble en route. But that is
no reason why you should not have inquiries made at Paris
on the assumption that the whole company is starting off,
and allow plenty of gossip on the subject. The actors will be
chosen either by Remusat, or by the Comedie Francaise, or
by Feydeau. If we can't get good actors, the whole idea had
better be dropped.

[CORRESP., XXV, 2OIO5.]
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THE PEACE-LOVER

TO PRINCE CAMBACERES, ARCH-CHANCELLOR OF THE EMPIRE

DRESDEN, June 18, 1813.

IN his 'Police Notes' (which are generally most satisfac-
tory, thanks to the details they contain, and the evidence of
his zeal that they afford) the Minister of Police seems to be
trying to make me out a peace-lover. This can lead to
nothing; and it does me harm, because it might suggest
that I am not really what he claims. I do want peace; but
not a dishonourable peace, nor one which will force me
within three months to take up arms again. I know better
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